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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

All the new matter contained in this edition, includ-
ing Prof. Miller’s essay, will be found in vOLUME
SEVEN. This arrangement was adopted in order to
retain the original pagination of the first six vol-
umes and thereby maintain the integrity of the
voluminous references to the Narragansett Edition
in the literature about ROGER WILLIAMS. The
reader is directed to the inclusive Table of Contents
for guidance.
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""The historic importance of Roger Williams for
Baptists and others in the Free Church tradition has
long been recognized . .. Yet being widely recognized
has not translated into being carefully studied. Many
know about him, but few have actually read anything of
him. Williams may well be ‘America's most overlooked
founder’. . . Roger Williams offers a model of deep
Christian conviction rooted in the Lordship of Christ
which gives rise to the practices of hospitality to strangers,
peacemaking with enemies, and civility in society. Until
now it has been difficult for anyone without access to a
research library to get their hands on his writings. The re-
publication of THE COMPLETE WORKS OF ROGER
WILLIAMS will provide pastors, church leaders, students
of history and religion, and anyone wanting to know how
to live at peace in a pluralistic world with the excellent
resource of Perry Miller's wonderful edition at an
extremely affordable price."

CURTIS W. FREEMAN

Research Professor of Theology and Baptist Studies
Director of the Baptist House of Studies

Duke Divinity School

"I am delighted to see Roger Williams's collected works
reprinted . . .We can't be reminded too often that religious
freedom is the ally of true faith — not its enemy. And no
one demonstrates this more emphatically than Roger
Williams. He reminds us that religious freedom in
America was not the invention of skeptics but of fervent
believers, i.e., believers who cared so intensely about faith
that they could not dream of letting anything so clumsy as
government be its guardian. We could use more of Roger
Williams's prickly and prophetic voice."

TIMOTHY L. HALL

Associate Provost and Professor of Law
School of Law

University of Mississippi

The Baptist Standard Bearer, Incorporated is a republication society
organized in 1984, and is recognized as a nonprofit, tax-exempt
charitable organization. It was founded for the primary purpose of
republication and preservation of materials reflecting the Baptist heritage.
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